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Forward Europe

The maritime dimension of transport has been a
catalyst for the economic development and
prosperity of Europe throughout its history. Still
today, shipping contributes to connect Europe to
its partners around the world, as three quarters
of the EU external trade is seaborne. But
maritime transport is not only about crossing
oceans: in 2015, short sea shipping made up
close to 59 % of the total of goods transported by
sea to and from the main EU ports.

Consequently, improving the competiveness and
sustainability of the maritime sector, and of short
sea shipping in particular, are priorities of the EU
transport policy. Shipping plays a key role in
linking different regions of the Union and
supporting the greening of transport.

Commissioner Bulc has designated 2017 the
"Maritime Year" with a view to modernise the
EU's framework for maritime transport, by
identifying key priorities and actions through
dialogue between all stakeholders, as well as
raising awareness of the important role of
maritime transport. Throughout the year, the
importance of continuous improvement on safety
and security, the growing significance of the
sustainability issues and the need for further
simplification and uptake of digital solutions have
been recalled.

The "Maritime Year" has set up in motion a
process which will not end in 2017 T several
initiatives  launched on this occasion are
expected to mature and deliver results in the
coming months and years.

For example, the work on reporting formalities
has greatly progressed during this year and the
Member States have, in the Valletta declaration,
supported the idea of introducing an electronic
manifest through a harmonised European
Maritime Single Window environment,

in order to set up a European Maritime
Transport Space without Barriers and improve
the efficiency and attractiveness of the maritime
transport sector. This should fully address one
of the remaining bottlenecks for the further
development of short sea shipping.

The discussions within the  European
Sustainable Shipping Forum (ESSF) have also
continuously helped addressing challenges and
developing solutions through collaboration with
all relevant maritime stakeholders and national
administrations. In particular, progress has
been made this year on LNG bunkering
guidelines, which should support and facilitate
the transition to alternative fuels in the shipping
sector to ensure greater sustainability.

The Commission has also completed this year
the ex-post evaluation on the development of
the Motorways of the Sea concept from 2001
and possible ways forward. This report and the
detailed implementation plan from the
Motorways of the Sea coordinator will
undoubtedly be important elements to be taken
into account in upcoming discussions on the
review of the EU financial framework in 2020.

These elements are important opportunities for
the sector. In this context, the European
Shortsea Network and its members, the
national Short Sea Promotion Centres, have a
particular role to play. By pulling together and
promoting the use of short sea shipping,
enhancing cooperation among stakeholders
and disseminating best practices, the ESN can
make sure that the untapped potential of
shipping is fully exploited.

Sandro Santamato

European Commission

Head of Unit Maritime Transport
and Logistics
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Why should a cargo owner opt for carriage of his
cargo by shortsea shipping instead of by other
modes of transport?

This is the dilemma that faces shortsea shipping
operators and other stake holders involved in the
logistical chain. The latest Eurostat data shows
that although cargo through shortsea shipping
has grown by 0.9% to 1.8 billion tons, when
analysed in detail these figures prove that
containers increased by 44% and RoRo by
almost 12%. On the other hand, there were
decreases in liquid bulk, dry bulk and general
cargo.

All stake holders subscribe to the fact that the
development of shortsea shipping is not at the
expense of other modes of transport but rather, it
is another factor i a very important one 1 that in
combination with other transport modes, go to
provide a multimodal solution for logistical
requirements. The demand side prioritises cost
and transit time. The supply providers look at
economies of scale and a balance between cost
and revenue. The European citizen on the other
hand gives priority to environmental (less
emissions) and health and safety consideration
(road accidents and hours of work for overland
operators).

This is the operating environment of the shortsea
initiative that the European Union embarked
upon since 2001 when it laid down the three
main objectives, namely:

A Freight flow concentration on sea based
logistical routes;

Alncreased cohesion;

AReducing road congestion through modal shift.

Time has shown that it is not an easy feat even
though substantial amounts of European funds
are invested every year in programmes, such as
the Motorwave of the Seac and the Ten T to
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There still exist a number of challenges and
bottlenecks that need to be addressed in order
to have a level playing field between the various
modes of transport. These bottlenecks are
today identified and solutions are being
addressed through enhanced digitalisation of
processes (such as the single window)
simplification of reporting requirements and
funding initiatives that improve modal shifts.

The process is not an easy one and it entails
constant and consistent education of stake
holders as well as dissemination of information.
This is the role that ESN aims to fulfil. The
network of national promotion centres is unique
in terms of expanse and impatrtiality. The ESN
is not a lobby group and thus can serve both as
a catalyst and a marketing tool by the
Commission which has the task of ensuring that
its voice is heard by all stake holders. As can

be seen from the experiences of various SP C06 s
as reported in this annual report, some SP C0 s

are making steady progress in integrating with
the private industry to look for solutions to their
transport / logistics challenges. Various

initiatives have been undertaken by the SPC06 s

especially with shippers to solve problems that
they face and propose solutions within the
remits of the transport policy.

The way ahead for ESN is further integration
into this concerted European effort to shift more
cargo to move by sea. The agenda of ESN has
to be part of E U 6transport agenda so that the
objectives laid down by the Commission are
met. ESN has to proceed on a clear business
plan that takes into account the objectives of
the EU and the challenges faced by the private
industry. N

Godwin Xerri
Chairman European Shortsea Network



Shortsea Promotion Centre

Bulgaria

Main actions 2016:

Information -via newsletters, working groups and
meetings for European maritime transport
guidelines:

European Sustainable Shipping Forum,Digital
Transport and Logistics Forum and Detailed
Implementation Plan for Motorways of the Sea.
BG ECA Retrofit Working Group (organized by
the SPC Bulgaria) continues the preparation of a
BG Ship Plan 2020 for  modernization of
Bulgarian shipping - new ships and retrofits;
National Business Council for Trade and
Transport Facilitation/e-Documents (organized
by the SPC Bulgaria) prepared and presented to
the Ministry of Economy a concept / plan for
establishing a National electronic system for
international trade and transport, as a Port +
Transport Community System;

At the invitation of SPC Bulgaria and with the
assistance of the Ministry of Transport, the
European Coordinator for Motorways of the Sea -
Mr. Brian Simpson visit Port of Burgas.

Main events 2016

Bulgaria Intermodal - SEE
Logistics Conference 2016,
Bulgaria with kind assistan
International Union for Road-
Transport. Important topics abot
co-modality and regional/Blac
MoS were discussed.

Focus 2017:

Preparation of European Stakehold
Forum-High Level Di r e c Coof
May 2018 Varna, for dialog and deb
next European Maritime Transpo
2019 /2028;
During Varna EU Ship Forum 2018
Events-Workshops-Round Table
place:
-European Short Sea Shipping;
SSS Development/strategies, Ann
Meeting
-EU Shipping Financial Tools; EIB,s
Shipping Programmes. Europa Ship
Ship Plan
-Bulgarian Maritime Transport Strateg
2028.Stakeholders WG viewpoint/state pc
-One Belt One Road; China-East Eu
countries (16+1). Black Sea/East Med Mz
routes
-Ferry Boats Black Sea Workshop; For
Ferry/Ro-Ro ships/services and Fe
network
-MoS DIP - a Strategic document fo
EU Maritime Transport Strategy 2019,
-European  Maritime — Security S
Regional aspects Black /Sea.EC

Functions

CONTACT SP,
Mr./Georgi Pe
9000
Central Pg
Tel:
E-mail: o
George.P,
Websij
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Shortsea Promotion Centre

Denmark

Main actions 2016:

SPC DK is still basically a forum for the different
stakeholders involved in the seaborne
multimodal transport chain. The highlights of
2017 have been two Round Table discussions
with a number of interested parties participating.
The main topic was the barriers for the
development of Short Sea Shipping and the
possibilities of finding solutions. The Round
Table discussion concept has shown itself very
useful covering all the aspects of the seaborne
multi modal transport chain one by one.

Focus 2017:

currently being planned. Focus w
load containers transported by
instead of by ship. This needs tc
but how?

E-mail: po@danishship




Shortsea Promotion Centre

Estonia

Main action 2016:

SPC Estonia has shared information on shortsea
transport, port authorities and operators, and
freight forwarders as well as on rail, air, and road
transport. The main communication channels are
SPC Estonia website (www.shortseashipping.ee)
and newsletter (sent out every 1-2 months).

Shortsea

Promotion Centre Estonia

Focus 2017:

The main focus in 2016 is to ke
website with up-to-date shortsea
and to send out newsletter every

Website: www.shortseashipp
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Shortsea Promotion Centre
Finland

Main actions 2016:

SPC Fi nl arSHigpmg Barometer was
published on 14 December 2016. The results
were published also as a video presentation,
available in Youtube. The barometer is based to
survey for main shipping companies operating to
and from Finland. It provides annual information
on shipping trends and on ship o w n e viewHon
topical issues. In the Shipping Barometer 2016,
the topical issue surveyed viewpoints on EU Ship
Recycling Regulation. This y e a Baosneter will
be published in December 2017.

Focus 2017:

A Initiate projects on shortsea shipping and
advice on EU funding possibilities for shipping
sector.

A Maritime environment related projects in the
Baltic Sea area, analysis of status and impacts of
maritime environmental legislation. The Centre
for Maritime Studies coordinated a study
published in June 2017 on the Impact of
Upcoming International Environmental Shipping
Regulations on Finnish Economy.
Comprehensive interviews were undertaken for
ship owners and ports in Finland. The publication
is part of the implementation of the Finnish
Government Plan for Analysis, Assessment and
Research for 2016.

SIP‘C| Finland

A EnviSuM - Environmenta
Emission  Shipping:  Meas
Modelling Strategies studies tec
and socio-economic impacts of
solutions. This project is financ
Baltic Sea Region Programme |a
by the University of Turku.
provide policy makers and author
and recommendations for the de
future environmental regulation
shipping sector with guidance to
investment
https://blogit.utu.fi/envisum/

A Shortsea shipping in the cont
spatial

Central Baltic Programme and |foc
cross-border collaboration on Gul
and Archipelago Sea
http:/www.syke.fi/projects/plan4blue




Shortsea Promotion Centre

Germany

Main actions 2016:

In June 2016, SPC Germany organized the 2nd
ShortSeaShipping Days in Luebeck, which
consisted of a conference and a small fair. We
welcomed almost 400 participants. The next
Shortsea Days will take place on 20" and 21t
June 2018 in cooperation with the annual
Conference of the European Shortsea Network in
Luebeck.

Focus 2017:

The main action in 2017 was t
SPC Germany at the transport|Ic
Munich in May. The fair is the
fair worldwide with around 60.00C

Verein zur Forderung des Kurzstreckens
c/o ShortSeaShipping Inland Waterway Proma

CONTACT
Markus Nolke i Me

Email: noelke@
Website: '



